From the Pastor’s Desk: Weighing In.

Since the August vote at the ELCA Assembly concerning the Teaching
Statement on Human Sexuality, | have tried to stay in the center of the
heated dialogue. | have prayed that cooler heads would prevail. The ELCA
has been condemned for its liberal views and its refusal to acknowledge Old
Testament and New Testament prohibition of homosexuality. | have
shared with members that Jesus does not address this issue. Many have
said they wish he had. Would that make it easier?

Jesus did state clearly his prohibition of divorce and remarriage —
even though Moses made allowances for it. The response | have received
to that statement has been, “I can justify divorce, | can’t justify
homosexuality.”

All of us can share staries of having a member of the family, a co-
waorker, a child of a friend, or a member of the church who is a homosexual.
| have been assured that such a person would be welcomed at Immanuel.
There would be no reason not to accept them. Some, however, would limit
them in their leadership role within the church, for fear they mrght be a bad
role model to the young.

Accepting homosexuals who are living in a committed, monogamous
relationship as ordained pastors within the church is outside the pale. And
that is the breaking point for more than a few people in our congregation
and synod and the ELCA. We have lost a couple of individuals since August
and there are a few more who are weighing their options.

In the Westminster Conference there are no congregations preparing
to leave the ELCA. The same is not true in the Hanover, PA area. There are
pastors there who are advocating leaving the denomination. And | am sure

that some will.

| have shared with one individual who is discerning if the Spirit
desires him to leave Immanuel Church over this issue, “If you leave, you
turn your back on a community whose ministry you have shared for years.
If you leave you deprive the congregation of a differing point of view on this




discussion. Will you leave the church that you have supported and loved
over one issue?”

Our Lutheran Church has been described as too liberal, too politically
correct, and non-Biblical. The original meaning of the word liberal is
generous. | believe our church is generous with God’s grace. Our church is
not striving to be politically correct, but we are striving for the inclusiveness
that St. Paul mentions, “In Christ there is neither Jew nor Greek, male or
female, slave or free.” The ELCA takes the Bible seriously, but not all
Scripture needs to be taken literally. God’s Word is meant for the
edification of his people.

| both appreciate and respect the views of those who are opposing
the ELCA’s present teaching on Sexuality. However, Paul reminds the
Corinthians that we are, despite our many differences, one Body. The Body
of Christ.

Must we all be of the same political party, of the same opinion, of
the same way we interpret the Word of God? Is there not room for
dialogue, is there not tolerance for our differences?

The early church struggled with “hot button issues.” Does one have
to be a Jew in order to become a Christian? St. Paul and the Holy Spirit
pushed the boundaries that once defined who should be admitted to the
church.

Forty years ago the “hot button” issue for Lutherans was “should
women be allowed to be ordained?” although the decision to ordain
women was against the tradition of the church, and some would say it was
contrary to Scripture, our Lutheran Church felt compelled by the Holy Spirit
to include women among the ordained. |, for one, believe the church has
been blessed by this decision.

Is homosexuality a choice or a genetic predisposition? | do not know,
however, | do know this; it is inconceivable that any person would choose a
lifestyle that belittled, berated, persecuted, and ridiculed them?#

The ELCA is not encouraging or espousing licentiousness or
promiscuity. It is saying that it is possible for homosexuals to be faithful







